
   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
 Keeping Yorkshire Blooming 
 October 2020 

 Hello! 
 

It’s great to hear and see that you are all looking 
after yourselves and each other by the stories 
sending in. I am often asked for advice on how to 
run and organise a meeting or an AGM in these 
times. My answer is always the same:  follow 
Government rulings at all times and if you can’t do 
it on Zoom, (or a similar digital platform) then look 
at possibly postponing until you can. In these 
difficult, unprecedented times we need to use a 
little flexibility to keep us all safe.  
Although this year people may not be able to come 
together in quite the same way, there has been a 
surge in community growing as gardeners have 
looked to support others during challenging times.  
We want to celebrate this kindness and 
community spirit by inviting people to take part in 
this year’s Big Soup Share. Look at the article 
below.  

As always, you can send this newsletter on to 
your fellow volunteers, colleagues and friends. 
Best Regards 

John 
Co-Ordinator 
YiB 

News from around the Region 

Kirkwood Hospice 

Susan Wood (Fascillities team) writes in to 
say… 

 
Our hospice garden survived the lock down & 
exceptional weather in the spring /early summer. 
We had no volunteers on 
site for 4 months & no 
contractor for 3 months. 
I kept up to the basics as 
best as I could – coming 
in one or two days a 
week – admittedly one 
area was left to go a bit 
wild – which the wildlife like especially the froglets. 
Happily most of our garden volunteers are back after 
completing health checks, attending a Covid briefing, 
adhering to stricter H & S policy & following changes 
to  site access. I am actively recruiting to more 
volunteers to join our team & so far we have 3 
interested parties. 
The garden continued to bloom through lockdown & 
our patients enjoyed the weather & garden with the 
support of nursing staff as visiting was restricted  in 
this period  
Now the volunteers & contractor are back – we are 

concentrating on preparing for 2021 & catching up 
on tasks left undone through the lockdown. 
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         Elloughton cum Brough 
                                      in Bloom 

have been busy as it their 20th year. 
Colleen tells us… 

Few things have been cancelled like the party and the open 
gardens event but we have 2 big projects that are near to 
completion. 
A large Bee Hive made of wood by a local business man who 
make boats We plan to have wild flowers around it and 
metal large bees coming out of it. Our logo is a Sun Flower 
and we are having a local man make us a 8ft high 3 
sunflowers out of metal. This is for Brough and a smaller one 
for Elloughton. 

We have kept up the 
maintaining of our 60 
flower beds social 
distancing of course. Also 
have planted up 4 new 
planters, and planted many 
more trees with the help of 
the East Riding Council. 
 
 

  
News from around the Region 

 Say thank you to your 

members with the RHS 

Big Soup Share
 

Monday 5 – Sunday 11 October!
  

Whizz up some delicious soup and grab 
your webcam, because the RHS 
Big Soup Share is going digital! 
A sense of community has never 
been more important so we’ve 
adapted the Big Soup Share to help 
you supporting the people that matter to you. Here 
are three ways you could take part: 
 
Get your group together over Zoom to thank them 
for their tireless work over these past months 
Invite members of your community that might be 
feeling isolated to join a digital event. 
Provide veg or homemade soup to your local 
community café or foodbank. 
 
Come take part in the Soup Share and you’ll 
get first access to a whole host of downloadable 
resources and guidance to help you get your 
community cooking and sharing safely. You’ll also 
receive free goodies to help you grow for next year! 

Huddersfield Irish Centre has its usual  

amazing floral display again 2020. 
Photos from Peter Fawcett 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

You don’t have to have a vegetable garden or 
potager to take part; a trip to the local greengrocers 
or donations from the community work just as well. 
The key aim is to make connections, boost morale, 
and help keep community spirit alive. 

The Big Soup Share takes place from 
Monday 5 to Sunday 11 October, 

and you can take part in any way you like; from 
simply serving soup in your tea room, to a socially 
distant soup station where people can bring their 
own mug, or even an online soup recipe swap.  
 

To find out more, see our selection of tools, 
resources and recipes, sign up and get a free 
goody bag here: 

https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/compet
itions/big-soup-share.  
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‘As a garden, nature and wildlife is at the 
heart of everything we do.’… 
Winner of Yorkshire in Bloom Tourist 
Attraction Award 2018 and 2019, and Best 
Business Award 2019. The park is home to 
over 80 Contemporary Sculptures set within 
45 acres of breathtaking garden, inspired by 
the Himalayas.  
 

Widely considered to have the North’s largest 
collection of rhododendrons, azaleas and 
magnolias, there are nearly 20,000 plants 
including some 1,400 rhododendron 
varieties, 250 azalea varieties and 150 
different magnolias. An exciting primula 
meadow enriches the stunning lakeside 
walks and the mass plantings of glorious 
hybrids and drifts of spring bulbs, provide 
fantastic seasonal interest. 
 

 
During the summer months grass cutting with 
pedestrian and ride-on lawn mowers, 
backpack blowing the paths to remove 
debris, watering plants and a whole lot of 
weeding generally takes up most of our time.   

 In the winter months, preparing the grounds for the following year 
takes precedent, so there is a lot of clearing and maintenance 
work to be done on the beds, plants, shrubs, and trees, as well as 
the paths and fences.  On top of this we establish new plants and 
flowers and feed and mulch the existing ones.  

There is much more work involved with our jobs, and at first 
glance it may seem impossible to achieve.  But we have a twelve-
month calendar of events that we follow, and bit by bit we get 
through it. 
Other things that help us is to research the methods we use to care 
for the plants and trees.  We follow the advice of the Royal 
Horticultural Society because they are the leaders in the field of 
horticulture and have a wealth of knowledge that far exceeds our 
own.  We learn from this and from our own recording methods, to 
determine what is best for the garden that we care for. 

Plans in the Pipeline   
To establish later flowering Rhododendrons, Azaleas and 
Hydrangeas, to areas in the gardens that have easier accessibility.  
In doing so this will provide another major wow factor to the 
garden, and a prolong period of flowering and interest to visitors.  
We will be establishing more Himalayan plants. Examples like the 
Himalayan Butterfly Bush (Buddleja crispa) & The Giant Woolly 
Himalayan Butterfly Bush. These will assist in attracting more 
butterflies to the garden for the butterfly tours proposed for 2021 
and increase our Himalayan plants list. There  will be more Giant 
Himalayan Lilies (Cardiocrinum giganteum) to see next year along 
with an established colony of Leopard plants (Ligularia) in Leopard 
Valley to enhance  
the August display, along with the new  
acer bank. All this, along with more  
established variety of plants around  
Sunrise Lake to supplement the 
summer display, and hopefully  
a fern dell. 

 
Stephen Ward Head Gardener  
Himalayan Garden & Sculpture Park 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Scholes in Bloom 

Article supplied by Jean Bell – Secretary for 
Scholes in Bloom. 
 

Hello from Scholes in Bloom  
When the lockdown was announced and 
the summer planting arrangements were 
aborted as a result of the Covid-19 
conditions, we had to re-evaluate the 
situation and put new plans into place. 
 

As many working members of SIB come 
under the 
bracket of 
“vulnerable 
age”, all 
gardening 
in the 
village had 
to come to 
an abrupt 
end and 

needless to say it was a great relief to be 
able to get back to work when lockdown 
was lifted, albeit observing the distancing 
regulations. 
 

One of the first jobs was to remove the 
winter plants i.e. prims and pansies and 
we utilised some of the re-planting time to 
experiment with the beds.  As an example 
one of the beds remained untouched and 
we are pleased to say that as today, they 
are in full flower – lesson to be learnt 
perhaps?  

 
 

As the hanging baskets had been 
ordered well in advance, with the 
invaluable help of our local farmer, 
we were able to put the baskets on 
the lamp posts throughout the 
village (100 +) whilst still 
observing the distancing 
regulations thus maintaining our 
magnificent display.  
 
SIB over the years has followed the 
advice given by the Judges regarding sustainable plants.  
We have planted more perennial shrubs and as a result we 
have attractive beds without the addition of the usual 
summer plants. 

 
 
SIB usually has a Scarecrow Competition on the same day 
as Summer Judging and in order not to disappoint the 
villagers, it was decided that the Scarecrow Competition 
would still take place at approximately the same time as 
previous years.  The theme this year was “Key Workers” and 
the winner was “Knit Nurse”.  It was interesting to note that 
there were more entries this year than previous. 

 
 

‘Knit Nurse’ Winner of the Scholes in Bloom  
Scarecrow Competition 
 
 
 
 
Pictured right: Tony,  
the fastest basket hanger in Scholes  
and his trusty sidekick Mick hanging  
the last basket. 
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