FACTSHEET: ALTERNATIVE OPIOIDS

The following guidance provides guidance on alternative options when a 1% line opioid is unavailable
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Oral Morphine

Sulphate MR

Switch to alternative
preparation of same
drug at equivalent
dose (e.g. MST
granules) as per BNF
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Switch to equivalent
dose oral oxycodone
MR *

*please see MD161 Opioid conversion table in toolkit

Still unavailable

Switch to alternative
preparation of same drug at
equivalent dose (e.g. brand

switch) as per BNF

Still unavailable

If eGFR <40 switch

to equivalent dose

buprenorphine or
fentanyl patch*

If eGFR >40 switch
to equivalent dose
oral morphine
sulphate MR *
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Is absorption of oral meds

Is absorption of oral meds
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patch or syringe
driver opioid*
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Yes No No
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equivalent dose switch to

equivalent dose
oral morphine
sulphate MR *

If eGFR <40 switch
to equivalent dose
oral oxycodone MR*

an issue?

Yes

Switch to
equivalent dose
fentanyl patch
or syringe driver
opioid*
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FOR FURTHER ADVICE
Please contact The Kirkwood 24 hour advice line on 01484 557910
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FACTSHEET: ALTERNATIVE OPIOIDS KIRKWOOD

The following guidance provides guidance on alternative options when a 1% line opioid is unavailable or there are issues with s“PPuHT
obtaining a syringe driver FE

(- )

Unable to obtain a Unable to obtain usual

syringe driver SC opioid
If eGFR <40 switch to
equivalent dose oral
. oxycodone MR*
Is absorption of oral No Switch to alternative preparation (e.g. brand)
medication an issue? at equivalent dose (as per BNF)
Yes ) Still unavailable
v If eGFR >40 switch to \ 4

equivalent dose oral

Switch to equivalent . If eGFR >40:
morphine sulphate MR * . . . *
dose fentanyl patch e On SC morphine sulphate — switch to equivalent dose SC oxycodone
or buprenorphine e On SC oxycodone —switch to equivalent dose morphine sulphate (unless
patch * true allergy)*
\_
v
If eGFR <40: \
e On SC morphine sulphate - switch to equivalent dose SC oxycodone*
e On SC oxycodone — speak to Specialist Palliative Care Team regarding
alternatives. Do not switch to e.g. alfentanil without specialist advice
*please see MD161 Opioid conversion table in toolkit \ /

FOR FURTHER ADVICE
Please contact The Kirkwood 24 hour advice line on 01484 557910
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